
 

President’s Message   

G r e e t i n g s , 

fellow Steel-

workers’ Ar-

chives mem-

bers and 

f r i e n d s . 

 

 

The Steelworkers’ Archives 

program, “Memories of 

Steel:  The Last Cast”, 

held at the Frank Banko 

Alehouse Cinemas in the 

ArtsQuest Center on De-

cember 15, 2015 was a 

resounding success. In 

excess of 200 people 

jammed the Red Theatre 

for this program com-

memorating the 20th anni-

versary of the November 

18, 1995 last cast of Blast 

Furnace “C” and the end of 

steelmaking in Bethlehem. 

 

The men and women who 

participated were as as-

tounded as I was by the 

outpouring of community 

support. I’m hoping that 

no Archives members were 

turned away, as 135 peo-

ple could not get in due to 

fire restrictions related to 

max imum capa c i t y . 

 

The event was comprised 

of several sections, e.g. 

introduction of partici-

pants, still photos, a Blast 

Furnace employee (Donna 

Kucsan) dressed in a silver 

suit, and the showings of 

the  “Last Cast Trailer“ (a 

documentary in progress) 

and the only known video 

of the last cast of “ C “ 

furnace filmed on Satur-

day, November 18, 1995. 

The show closed with a 

question and answer ses-

sion involving all participat-

ing steelworkers and a 

short speech by Eddie 

O’Brien, former Assistant 

Director of District #10, 

United Steelworkers of 

America, and former Blast 

Furnace employee. You 

could feel the love in that 

room. Many “tough guys” 

had tears in their eyes.  

 

To all who made this a suc-

cess, I thank you … Joe 

Straub, Jill Schennum,  

Susan L. Vitez, Ed Leskin, 

Scott and Melissa Krycia. 

We thank the Morning Call 

and Bethlehem Press for 

providing coverage.  We 

also thank Stephen Kucsan, 

Jr. and Donna Kucsan for 

donating the video of Beth-

lehem Plant’s last cast to 

the Steelworkers’ Archives.  
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“Last Cast” Commemoration 

December 15, 2015 
“Capacity crowd”   

Thank you for attending! 

Donna Kucsan 

Blast Furnace 

“Last Cast” Encore Presentation 

When:   Saturday, February, 27 @ 10:00 AM 

Where:  Barnette Conference Room (Room 605) 

             Northampton Community College—Southside 

             511 E. Third Street, Bethlehem, PA 

 

Seating is limited.  Registration (required) begins Feb. 12:  

  online @ www.steelworkersarchives.com   -or- 

  office  @ 610.861.0600 
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The Bethlehem Steel Plant Patrol  

The Bethlehem Steel plant in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, has been called a “city within a city.”  Like any 

city, this sprawling industrial complex, with its wide array of skilled workers performing various opera-

tions, required a security service to police the premises and help maintain order.  The “Plant Patrol” proba-

bly originated in the nineteenth century, as by the early 1900s, Irish security workers patrolled the plant.  

The patrol was reorganized when it became part of Bethlehem Steel’s “Plant Protection” program during 

World War II under the direction of the City of Bethlehem’s deputy civil defense director, Michael C. 

Schrader.  At this critical time in history, armaments were manufactured at the plant, and the  

possibility of espionage and sabotage was a major concern.   

 

With so many men in the military, women became an important part of the workforce.  The Plant Patrol 

included a significant number of women employees during this period.  These women called themselves 

the “pistol packin’ mamas” after a popular song.  WW II security guard Marie Wickel described patrol-

women as wearing the same uniforms, working the same shifts, and undergoing the same training as the 

men.  Most left after the war, as men returned to reclaim their jobs at the steel works.  During the post- 

war period as the plant patrol grew in size, its officers eventually outnumbered the City of Bethlehem  

Police Force.   

 

The steelworkers encountered the Plant Patrol on a daily basis.  Every steelworker began each working 

day walking through a gate manned by a Patrol guard.  Guards inspected bags and lunch boxes carried in 

and out of the plant, and kept outsiders from wandering into the plant.  All trucks entering and leaving the 

plant were detained and inspected.  Patrol guards were contacted to stop and search cars when thefts 

were suspected. 

 

Safety was another priority.  The Plant Patrol operated an in-plant ambulance service.  Guards wrote up 

accident reports and then investigated the incidents in question.  Former Plant Patrol radio operator Paula 

Schnaufer—who worked with the ambulances and the plant fire department—said “Ours was a police 

force.  Even if the [city] police wanted to come in and to talk to somebody [in the plant], they had 

to come through our office first." 

 

Other responsibilities given to the officers included picking up and delivering lunches to employees work-

ing overtime.  They would use their own cars to make these deliveries during snowstorms.  Plant Patrol 

also worked off-site.  Officers also patrolled the homes of company chairmen when called upon to do so.   

 

In 1980 tensions between labor and management greatly increased as a result of cost cutting measures 

by the Bethlehem Steel board of directors.  This eventually would affect the Plant Patrol itself.  Cuts were 

made in Plant Patrol personnel in 1983, followed by further cuts one year later.  In 1985, the Plant Patrol 

was outsourced to a private security company.  Some Patrol employees took jobs with the private com-

pany, but with much-reduced pay and benefits.  The pay cut must have been a terrible blow.  Ex-plant pa-

trol worker Walter Moore says that with the outsourced company, “. . . everything changed; . . . you were 

now under that firm’s rules and regulations, and money . . . you didn’t have Bethlehem Steel benefits.”   

Perhaps even worse, Plant Patrol employees felt they no longer were members of a department that 

played such a vital role in one of the most important steel companies in the world.  

 

Despite these changes, the Patrol continued its operations, relying more and more on technology.  It de-

veloped a close relationship with the Electronics Department, which in prior years had employed some for-

mer Plant Patrol radiomen.  In 1985, security cameras were installed at the Army/Navy and Bessemer 

gates, an area that had been closed to automobile traffic.  Cameras observing people entering the gate 

were capable of reading a steelworker’s ID.  Following verification, a Plant Patrol officer would activate the 

turnstile to allow the worker to enter the plant. 

    

In 1992, with the expansion of its operations, the Plant Patrol headquarters was moved to an office at 4th 

and Emery streets, sharing this location with the Plant Fire Department, thus insuring a correlated re-

sponse between the Fire Department and the Patrol in the event of any emergency anywhere in the plant.  
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Charles Hrichak Collection 

Last year, Maryann Hrichak, formerly of Bethlehem, traveled from San Francisco for a visit “home”.    

Donating photographs taken by her late father, Charles “Chuck” Hrichak, was on her “list of things to do”, 

following initial contact with the Steelworkers’ Archives in Fall 2014.  Prior to receiving this extraordinary col-

lection, Jill Schennum, Secretary, and Susan L. Vitez, Coordinator, took Maryann to the Bethlehem Steel 

plant site. They strolled on the Hoover-Mason Trestle (HMT), where she also met Frank Behum, President.  

Maryann truly appreciated her time with the Archives, as she heard much about Bethlehem Steel that she 

never knew.  She also joined the Steelworkers’ Archives during her visit. (See “On the HMT”.) 

 

Maryann’s father worked as a photographer in the advertising / public relations department at the Bethlehem 

Steel Corporation for 28 years, retiring in 1982. In his job, he traveled to Sparrows Point, MD; Chattanooga, 

TN; Detroit, MI; and several other places to photograph products using steel made in Bethlehem. The 

“Charles Hrichak Collection” of photographs portrays his passion for his work. 

This enhanced overall plant security, and it provided an important link to customer orders, quickly providing 

the guards with the information they needed to check and verify steel shipments before the shipments were 

loaded onto trucks and allowed to leave the plant.    

Additional closed circuit video equipment also was added to the truck gate next to the Emery building.  It in-

cluded a remote control telephoto zoom lens camera that gave the Patrol officer a close-up view of the truck 

driver and cargo. This camera also could be positioned to observe truckers waiting to enter after normal 

hours, when the gate had closed. 

In 1995 the Plant Patrol and the Fire Department updated radio equipment.  The radio/dispatch desk contin-

ued with around-the-clock personnel, maintaining communications with patrol cars, the ambulance, and the 

Fire Department vehicles.  The Patrol also provided security for Bethlehem Steel executives throughout the 

Lehigh Valley. The updated radio equipment enhanced and expanded this security coverage. 

 

In September of 1998 the radio/dispatch desk and office were moved across the street into a trailer near the 

Electronics Department.  Plant Patrol operations continued at a reduced level, providing coverage for Lehigh 

Heavy Forge and restricting entry to the plant until the Bethlehem Steel Corporation entered bankruptcy. 

 

Today we still remember the Plant Patrol for the vital role it played in company security, and we acknowledge 

the officers for their efforts in protecting the facilities and the employees of Bethlehem Steel.  We also ac-

knowledge the men and women presently engaged in industrial security in factories and plants throughout 

the country, whose presence in the workforce during war and peace assures safety.    

The Bethlehem Steel Plant Patrol continued  

As a true "native" of the Lehigh Valley, Chuck spent his entire life in 

Freemansburg.  He served in the US Army Tank Corp during WWII 

and later became a commander of the Freemansburg American  

Legion Post 31 and a member of the Hellertown VFW.   

Chuck married Mary Margaret Marcincin (now deceased).  He is the 

father of Philip, Jon, and Maryann.  He loved treating his family to 

lunch at Homer Research Labs and having his children model some 

of the steel products in ads.  After retirement from Bethlehem Steel, 

Chuck volunteered much of his time at the St. Francis Friary in 

Easton.  He was also a member of the Knights of Columbus and  

the Lions Club. 

 

Charles “Chuck” Hrichak passed away in 2013 at the age of 87. 

 

 
“Chipper’s Daydream” 

Photo by Charles Hrichak 



May 2016: 
  4 … Board meeting 
  9 … Membership meeting  
 
June 2016: 
13 … Membership meeting  
17 … Flag  raising ceremony 
         (www.bmssca.org) 
 
July  2016: 
  6 … Board meeting 
11 …  Membership meeting 

Join us for these events through July 2016.  
Check www.steelworkersarchives.com for additional information.  

March 2016: 
 2  …  Board meeting 
14 …  Membership meeting 
24 …  “Women of Bethlehem 
          Steel” presentation 

 
April  2016: 
 9  …   History Expo; Lehigh 
           Valley Heritage Museum; 
           10:00  AM—3:00 PM 
11 …   Membership meeting 

Board and Membership meet-
ings are held at 6:30 PM at the 
Northampton Community 
College Fowler Family South-
side Center, 511 E. Third 
Street, Bethlehem, PA. 
 

February 2016: 
  8 …  Membership meeting 
 27... “Last Cast” encore 
           presentation 
 

Contributors to this issue of “Pourspective”:   Frank A. Behum, Sr.   Pete Brekus     Maryann Hrichak    Melissa Krycia 
                                                                           Earl Kurtz                    David Mitros   Jill Schennum          Susan L. Vitez    

Testimonial from Maryann Hrichak … Walking the newly 

completed Hoover-Mason Trestle (HMT) makes Bethlehem 

Steel come alive once again! You get such a sense of the 

history of Bethlehem Steel and the city of Bethlehem itself 

since so much of the immigrant population of Bethlehem 

was involved with Bethlehem Steel. My father, Charles 

Hrichak, a Bethlehem Steel photographer, worked in the 

advertising / public relations department at Homer Re-

search Labs high atop South Mountain. Although we often 

visited Homer Research Labs, we barely had any chance to 

see the real workings of the steel mills themselves, but the 

Trestle illustrates that. As a child, I remember driving with 

our family from Freemansburg over the Minsi Trail Bridge to 

visit my grandparents on Atlantic Street in Bethlehem and 

being intrigued by all those steel structures. Walking the 

Hoover-Mason Trestle really made me aware of the chal-

lenges and difficulties the steelworkers faced working there.  

 

The trestle is very well constructed with information plac-

ards along various points so you can learn the timing and 

history of the steel plant. You get a real sense of what it 

was like to be a steelworker at such an important time in 

Bethlehem's history.  

Take the trestle walk! You'll see for yourself how Bethlehem 

Steel really built the city of Bethlehem.         

Student of  Steel  

On the HMT 

Ed O’Brien 

December 15, 2015 

Lehigh University student, Matt Carolan, is 

working with the Steelworkers’ Archives to 

create a documentary film as his master’s 

thesis.  Matt has been using oral histories 

compiled by the Archives to create this film 

exploring the forming of the union at the 

Bethlehem plant, the robust steel produc-

tion  of the 1960s and 70s, and the ensuing 

processes of deindustrialization. 

PLHS Conference  
The Steelworkers’ Archives and the Lehigh 

Valley Labor Council are collaborating with 

the Pennsylvania Labor History Society to 

present this fall’s annual conference being 

held in Bethlehem.  The conference, focus-

ing on Bethlehem Steel, will occur on Sep-

tember 16 and 17.  At the banquet to be 

held on September 16, awards will be 

given for labor leadership, labor organizing, 

and labor education.  On September 17, 

speakers will talk on issues related to the 

history of Bethlehem Steel, followed by the 

Archives and South Bethlehem Historical 

Society’s “Steeples and Steel” tours 

(including tour of St. John’s, “steelworker 

overtime” lunch, and open house) and 

tours of the National Museum of Industrial 

History.  Additional information will be pro-

vided in future issues of the “Pourspective”. 

 Membership Dues:  $10.00 person  / $15.00 family  
1)  Online:  www.steelworkersarchives.com 
     Click on “Join the Archives”  
2)  By mail:  Steelworkers’ Archives  
                    Sands Casino Resort Bethlehem 
                        77 Sands Boulevard, Room 215 
                        Bethlehem, PA 18015  
3)  Payable in person at a monthly meeting 


