
 

 

‘Last Cast’ revives memories of Steel                   

By Pete Brekus, Timeclock staff writer 

 

   The Archives presentations, “Memories of 

Steel: The Last Cast,” brought out hundreds of 

people to reconnect with a signal event of 

Bethlehem Steel history, the last cast of iron at 

C Furnace Nov. 18, 1995. 

   First held at the ArtsQuest Center at Steel-

Stacks in Bethlehem on Dec. 15, the response 

was so overwhelming that a second event was 

held on Feb. 27 at the Fowler Family 

Southside Center. Both events were filled to 

capacity. 

   Wilmer Redline, of Jim Thorpe, Pa., who 

was on the job at the last cast, attended both 

events. He worked as a welder with Lehigh 

Power House Maintenance 335 Dept. for more 

than 26 years. 

   “I loved it,” Redline said. “At the end we 

worked with the blast furnace and sintering 

plant.” 

   Redline said he used to meet the car pool in 

Jim Thorpe at 5 a.m. to drive to Bethlehem for 

day shift. 

   “By 5:30 we were on our way,” Redline 

said. “We used to beat most of the Bethlehem 

guys in.” 

   Redline now works part time as a welding 

instructor at Carbon County Technical Insti-

tute. 

   Of his time at Bethlehem Steel he said he 

misses “how close you were to everybody. 

There were no racial tensions. It was amazing 

how well everybody got along.” 

   Redline laments the loss of the good-paying 

jobs the steel company offered. 

   “Nobody (these days) ever thinks of how 

many poor kids went to the Steel, moved into 

the middle class and sent their kids to col-

lege.” 

   Of the last cast, Redline said, “I remember 

the last day. It was like a death in the family, 

one of the saddest days of my life.” 

    Jeff Hoffert, of Bethlehem, worked in the 

Blast Furnace Department for more than 22 

years. 

   “It was my home shop,” said Hoffert, who 

worked briefly on the cast floor before  
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moving into the department’s stock house as a 

gateman and car man. 

   While working on the cast floor in 1975 as a 

cinder man, Hoffert said, “As we took the cast 

there was water in the sand at the baker dam 

and it blew up,” sending hot slag and molten 

iron flying into the air. “By the time I got out 

of there I was down to the last piece of cloth-

ing I had. So I said put me in the stock house 

where things don’t blow up.” 

   But one harrowing experience didn’t lessen 

Hoffert’s love of working at the Steel. 

  “I wouldn’t have changed anything,” Hoffert 

said. “It was a good place to work, you just 

had to know the dangers,” he said, adding, 

“Everybody got along pretty well.” 

   Hoffert also was present during the last cast. 

“I was on the larry car that filled the furnace,” 

Hoffert said. “It was definitely a sad day. I 

hated to see it go.” 

   Most (if not all) of the Blast Furnace work-

ers miss their jobs, the camaraderie and the 

paychecks they earned by working at the 

Bethlehem plant. 

   Redline said, “I’d go back tomorrow. I’d 

give up my pension and go back.”  

A cast of iron is directed by a worker at the Blast Furnace   Photo by Ron Keschl 
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Steelworkers during World War II  

ples and Steel tours. 

   We will be looking for 

many volunteers for these 

events. Don’t be bashful, we 

have work for everyone. To 

keep the Archives hive alive 

we will need worker bees, 

not drones. 

   Check our website at 

steelworkersarchives.com 

for complete information on 

assisting your Archives with 

these events. See you there.  

— Frank A. Behum Sr. 

   Spring is knocking on the 

door. Daylight savings time 

has begun. Let’s get out and 

spread the word: “We are 

preserving the legacy of 

steelworkers.” We started 

this year’s events on Feb. 27 

with the encore presentation 

of “The Last Cast.”   

   The event was a rousing 

success. The Morning Call 

estimated over 120 people 

showed up. A woman came 

up to me and told me how 

glad she was that she came 

“to hear from the people 

who actually lived it.” 

   The Archives has several 

projects lined up between 

now and June 25. First up is 

the “Women of Steel” event 

in early April. Also in April 

our tours begin. In May, we 

will attend the Seminar on 

Preservation in conjunction 

with the South Bethlehem 

Historical Society. 

   June brings the 275th an-

niversary of the City of 

Bethlehem to be held at 

SteelStacks and the start of 

the third year of our Stee-

President’s Message 

sections. 

   “There was a cop at every 

red light,” said Clore. The 

police became so familiar to 

the steelworkers that they 

were given nicknames such 

as “Ticket Pete,” “The Whis-

tler,” and “Big-Nose John.” 

   Probably the Bethlehem 

plant’s most significant con-

tribution to local culture, en-

gendered before the war and 

solidified during the war, was 

a sense of belonging as a 

multitude of nationalities 

come together for a common 

purpose – to help to win 

World War II. 

   “There were 63 different 

nationalities working togeth-

er,” said Clore. “During my 

time at the Steel I don’t re-

member ever having a prob-

lem with discrimination. It 

was like that TV show set in 

World War II. We truly were 

a Band of Brothers.” 

   When the students were 

asked if they had any rela-

tives – fathers, grandfathers, 

uncles – who worked at Beth-

lehem Steel, five students of 

the class of 25 raised their 

hands. The legacy lives on. 

By Pete Brekus, Timeclock staff  

   Archives Speakers Bureau 

gave a presentation at Liberty 

High School on March 4. 

Members Frank Behum, 

Lester Clore and Joe Mayer 

spoke to a 10th grade U.S. 

history class studying the 

effects of World War II on 

life in the Lehigh Valley. 

   The students learned that 

during the war there were 

more than 31,000 steelwork-

ers working around the clock 

at the Bethlehem plant to 

produce ordnance and materi-

al for the war effort. 

   Bethlehem Steel’s ship-

yards built more than 1,100 

ships for the Navy and Mer-

chant Marine from 1941 

through 1945. 

   “We built one ship a day. 

We built ships faster than 

they (Axis powers) could sink 

them,” said Clore. “Our shell 

shop in Bethlehem provided 

most of the shells.” 

   Behum said the Bethlehem 

plant produced most of the 

shells for battleships of the 

American fleet. 

   “These included 16-inch 

shells that weighed 2,500 

pounds and had a range of 25 

miles,” said Behum. The 

plant also produced cannon 

barrels, one of which can still 

be seen near the ArtsQuest 

complex, Behum said. 

   Mayer spoke of the Bethle-

hem plant’s contribution to 

the air war. 

   “We made pistons for the 

fighter planes’ engines,” said 

Mayer. 

   After a showing of the trail-

er for an upcoming documen-

tary, “The Last Cast,” Mayer 

noted that during the war the 

plant had four blast furnaces 

in operation running virtually 

around the clock. 

   Since all able-bodied men 

were either serving in the 

European or Pacific Theaters 

or were kept stateside to work 

in war production, thousands 

of women were employed at 

the Bethlehem plant, filling 

both desk jobs and working 

on the shop floor. Many 

women served in the Plant 

Patrol, garnering the nick-

name “pistol-packin’ ma-

mas.” 

   During the war and for dec-

ades after the traffic caused 

by thousands of steelworkers 

coming to and from the plant 

required Bethlehem police to 

man all the south-side inter-
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Roots of the Lehigh Valley Workers Memorial  

By Pete Brekus, Timeclock staff 

 

   Each year, on the last Sunday of April, hundreds of names are 

read at the Lehigh Valley Workers Memorial in Bethlehem’s Rose 

Garden on Eighth Avenue. 

   They are the names of area workers who died on the job or from 

injuries or illnesses suffered at work that led to their deaths. 

   On Sunday, April 24, more than 1,100 names, each accompanied 

by the tolling of a brass bell, will be read at the memorial, a 

bronze statue of a blue-collar worker toiling inside a 7-foot circle. 

The ceremony begins at 1 p.m. 

   The event is attended by relatives of the fallen, area elected offi-

cials and the labor activists who spearheaded the memorial and 

have made it an annual Rose Garden tradition. 

   An inscription on the Workers Memorial reads: “Pray for the 

dead and fight like hell for the living.” 

   This year’s event will mark the 25th anniversary of the Rose 

Garden ceremony. But it is actually the 26th anniversary of Work-

ers Memorial Day in the Lehigh Valley. 

   Pete DePietro, the former Bethlehem steelworker and local  

union president who died in 2013, is credited with organizing the 

first Workers Memorial Day in the valley. It was held in 1990 in 

front of the Steelworkers’ Van A. Bittner Union Hall on East 

Lehigh Street in Bethlehem. 

   According to an April 29, 1990, report in The Easton Express: 

“Peter DePietro, president of the Northampton County Labor 

Council, spoke to the small crowd gathered outside the council’s 

headquarters on East Lehigh Street in Bethlehem in a grassy 

stretch where the labor council wants to place a permanent memo-

rial to fallen workers.” 

   Said DePietro, “We are here today to honor and to remember 

those who have died in their workplace.” A brass bell was rung 

305 times as the names of the 305 dead were recited. 

   The Express story reported “a snag” in plans to continue the 

ceremony at Van Bittner Hall, citing an objection by the Bethle- hem Center City Committee to any changes in the grass strip 

along East Lehigh Street. 

   “Today we were hoping to break ground, to start this memo-

rial off, but we will have to wait a little longer until our fight 

is over to get this little bit of land for our workers who have 

died,” said DePietro at the 1990 ceremony. 

   The Northampton and Lehigh county labor councils merged 

in 2000 to become the Lehigh Valley Labor Council. 

   DePietro went on to become a founder of the Steelworkers’ 

Archives in 2001. 

   John Werkheiser, current executive vice president of the 

Lehigh Valley Labor Council, said, “Pete was a driving force 

in getting the memorial and its placement in the Rose Gar-

den.” 

   DePietro spearheaded a fundraising drive to commission the 

memorial statue and enlisted the help of local officials for its 

placement in the Rose Garden, said Werkheiser. 

   The statue was dedicated and the first Rose Garden ceremo-

ny was held in April 1991. The ceremony has been a tradition 

there ever since. 
Liberty High School history teacher John Truby sets up a video as  

Archives members Lester Clore and Frank Behum begin the presen-

tation on Bethlehem Steel during World War II. 

The Lehigh Valley Workers Memorial was dedicated in 1991 

Pete DePietro 
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(Editor's note: The following story is based on an article that appeared in the 

Lehigh Valley Labor Council newsletter’s series of articles on local workplace 

fatalities. Our thanks go out to the Council and to Editor Ron Ennis.) 

 

  As the 25th anniversary of Workers' Memorial Day approach-

es, former steelworker and Archives board member Tom Sedor 

recalls the accident that severely injured his father, John Sedor, 

and resulted in his death four years later. 

  “My father was born when the First World War broke out to 

immigrants who were part of the mass migration to America at 

the beginning of the century,” Sedor said.  

  “My grandfather, also named John, was a Slovak. My Irish 

grandmother, Nellie, lived in Canada before she came to this 

country. They were married here, eventually settled in the 

Lehigh Valley, and he worked as a laborer at Bethlehem Steel.” 

  Tom’s parents, John Sedor and the former Ann Rau, settled in 

Fountain Hill. 

  “My father followed in his father's 

footsteps and got a job at Bethlehem 

Steel in the late 1930s,” Tom said. 

“The steel company hired my father 

as a laborer in the blast furnaces.” 

  The first of two sons, Tom was 

born in 1941. 

  “Not surprisingly, my father didn't 

talk about the dangers of his job,” 

Tom said. “I was very young (6 or 7 

years old) and I don't think he told 

my mother either. But I remember 

what I said to him on the night I'll 

never forget in 1948 as he left for 

work: 

  "’Don't go to work tonight,’ I asked my father, hoping we 

could spend more time together. ‘Stay home!’ I had never made 

that request before that night. Of course, he had to go to work.”   

  On March 24, 1948, Blast Furnace G was being blown out for 

relining. After all metal was removed, the furnace’s upper sec-

tion was filled with more than 250 tons of coke. 

  According to The Morning Call’s March 25 edition: “The re-

filling process of coke had been completed, when for some un-

known cause, the white-hot molten coke slipped through to the 

bottom of the furnace, forcing the material through two of the 

10 tuyeres (pipes) and spread over the area. Approximately 25 

men were trapped in the splash of the hot coke.” 

  Six workers were killed, two were seriously burned and eight 

more were injured, according to the newspaper report. 

  John Sedor was among those burned. 

  “It was in the middle of the night that we heard a knock on our 

front door,” Tom Sedor recalls.  

“It was the police and they took my mother, my brother and me 

in their squad car to St. Luke's Hospital. My father had been 

seriously hurt.” 

  The following morning Tom walked to St. Luke's with his 

mother and brother to see his father. 

  “Along the way, a man ran out of his house toward us,” Tom 

said. “He explained he was a steelworker who arrived on the 

scene of my father's accident shortly after he was hurt. He 

showed us his hands and said, ‘This is what happened when I 

took your father's belt off.’ Burn marks stretched across his 

palms. That's when I knew that my father had been critically 

burned.” 

  In the months that followed Tom’s father had several skin-

graft operations to patch his face.   

  “The accident also burned my father's hands and fingers,” Tom 

said. “It was so awful that he couldn't drive a car and we had to 

take the trolley everywhere we went. On one trolley trip to see 

my mother's parents in East Allentown, I noticed the scarred 

flesh on his hands wasn't healing properly. Instead, a web of 

skin grew between his fingers. One finger had been completely 

burned off.” 

  Over the next four years John Sedor underwent several opera-

tions in which skin from his shins and other body parts was used 

to repair the burns on his face, hands and back. 

  “The series of operations took a 

terrible toll,” Tom said. “His 

blood pressure soared, his kid-

neys failed, and his immune sys-

tem weakened. He suffered terri-

bly.” 

  John Sedor returned to work 

briefly on a light duty assign-

ment, but even that was too much 

for him, Tom said. 

  “As Easter 1952 approached, my 

father went in for another sur-

gery,” Tom said. “I was 10 years 

old and vaguely remember walk-

ing up the hospital steps to the 

sixth floor, seeing him outside his room, and returning home 

later that day. I didn't know it at the time, but that glimpse of 

him would be my last. My father died that night. A blood clot 

developed in his brain. He was 36 years old.” 

  After graduating high school and serving a hitch in the Navy, 

Tom took a job at Bethlehem Steel in 1964, following in the 

footsteps of his father and both his grandfathers. 

  Tom Sedor’s time at the Steel spanned 32 years. During that 

time he also served in several positions with Local 2600, United 

Steelworkers of America. 

  In 2000 a memorial to the steelworkers who lost their lives at 

the plant since 1905 was unveiled on Bethlehem's South Side. 

  However, you won't find John Sedor's name. He died four 

years after the accident and "unless you died on the scene or 

soon afterward," explained Tom, "it wasn't considered a job-

related death." 

  Tom Sedor worked in several departments during his career at 

Bethlehem Steel, but he avoided the blast furnaces because that 

is where his father suffered the burns that led to his death. 

  “Over 60 years have passed since my father's death, but I still 

think of him regularly,” Tom said. “I always remember him 

during Easter week, because that's when he died.  And whenev-

er I think of him, I think of a man who died so young.” 

  Tom and his wife, Elaine, live in Northampton. They have two 

children and four grandchildren. 

‘He died so young’: Tom Sedor recalls the tragedy that struck his family in 1948  

John Sedor with sons Tom, right, and John 
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Steelworkers’ Archives welcomes all former 

Bethlehem Plant employees, their families and 

friends, and everyone interested in preserving the 

history of Bethlehem Steel. 

Membership dues are $10 per person or $15 for 

families. 

• Visit steelworkersarchives.com and click on 

“Join the Archives” 

• Or write to Steelworkers’ Archives, Sands 

Casino Resort Bethlehem, 77 Sands Blvd., Room 

215, Bethlehem PA 18015 

Women of Bethlehem Steel                                   
 

   The Steelworkers’ Archives, in conjunction with Lehigh University, will present “Memories of Steel:  Women of 

Bethlehem Steel,” 6:30 p.m. Friday, April 8, in the Barnette Conference Room/Northampton Community College 

Fowler Family Southside Center, 511 E. Third St. This event is free and open to the public and will include a panel 

discussion with former women of Bethlehem Steel, exhibits, and a slide show presentation. Refreshments will be 

served. Parking is free in the NCC lots.   

   The project also is seeking stories of women’s experiences as workers, wives, store owners, managers, and clerical 

workers at Bethlehem Steel or in the surrounding neighborhoods for an oral history digital archive. The digital ar-

chive will be available on Lehigh’s “Beyond Steel” website for people to learn more about women’s roles related to 

Bethlehem Steel. 

   To schedule an interview call the Archives at 610-861-0600 or email us at info@steelworkersarchives.com. 

Steelworker ‘Meet & Eat’ Monthly Breakfasts 

 

Beam Yard: 9 a.m. Fir st Fr idays at the Hanover  Eatery in 

Hanover Township, Route 512 and Hanoverville Road north 

of Route 22. 

Carpenters: 8 a.m. Second Thursdays at the Border line 

Restaurant in the Lehigh Shopping Center, 2100 W. Union 

Blvd., Bethlehem. 

415 and 438 Electrical Departments: 9 a.m. Last Fr idays 

at the Palace Restaurant, Easton Avenue and Willow Park 

Road, Bethlehem Township. 

Electric Furnace Melt Shop: 8 a.m. Second Thursdays at 

the Bethlehem Diner, 1881 Catasauqua Road, Allentown, 

across from Ollie’s Outlet. 

Ingot Mould Foundry: 8 a.m. Fir st Wednesdays at the 

Borderline Restaurant. 

If you know of other monthly breakfasts or other events 

scheduled by your department, please let us know and we will 

post them in future issues. 

Clerical staff on a busy afternoon in the Production Scheduling Department circa 1953 

Union Reunion 

 

The Pipe Shop, Riggers and Carpenters will hold a reunion dinner Friday, April 1, at Se-Wy-Co Fire Company on Route 378 

in Lower Saucon Township. Cash bar opens at 5 p.m., followed by buffet dinner at 6. Cost is $25 per person. For tickets send 

checks to Ralph Koplin, 1385 Collins Ave., Bethlehem PA 18015 or email ralphkop@aol.com. All steelworkers are welcome. 

mailto:info@steelworkersarchives.com
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JOIN US! 
Upcoming Events: 

Board and Membership meetings are held at 6:30 p.m. at the Northampton Community College Fowler Family Southside Center, 

511 E. Third Street, Bethlehem, Pa. 

 

March: 

30 … The Delaware and Lehigh Heritage Corridor will host a free workshop, “Making Connections through Active Engagement,”  

         Wednesday through Saturday,  March 30 to April 1, in the Blast Furnace Room at the ArtsQuest Center. Lester Clore will  

          represent the Archives. For registration information, visit delawareandlehigh.org. 

 

April: 

 8 … Women of Bethlehem Steel presentation.  See page 5 for more information. 

 9 … History Expo at Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum, 432 Walnut St., Allentown; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Free admission and  

          parking.  Visit lehighvalleyheritagenuseum.org.  

11 … Membership meeting, Room 521 

26 … Lehigh University free showing of documentary on Braddock, Pa., “Braddock America,” 7 p.m. In the Frank Banko  

          Cinema in the ArtsQuest Center, followed by a panel discussion. Lester Clore and Tom Sedor will represent the  

          Archives. Registration is required in person or by calling the ArtsQuest Box Office at 610-332-3378. 

29 … The Archives will participate in the Spring Senior Fair co-sponsored by State Rep. Dan McNeill and State Senator Lisa  

          Boscola, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the Westgate Mall,  2285 Schoenersville Road, Bethlehem.  Free admission and parking. 

 

May: 

 4 …  Board meeting, Room 621 

 5 …  The Archives will participate in a conference, “Historic Preservation: Respecting a Community’s past while Planning 

          its Future,” 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Comfort Suites, 120 W. Third St., Bethlehem. Registration opens at  8 a.m. Jill Schennum, PhD. 

          will represent the Archives in her presentation, “Why Preserve Bethlehem’s South Side? – The Community and the Mills.”   

          A special preview tour of the National Museum of  

          Industrial History will follow the conference.  

          Conference cost is $15; lunch will be served.  

          To register call Jeff Zettlemoyer at 610-585-1111  

          or email zettdr@gmail.com. 

 9 …  Membership meeting, Room 521 

  

June: 

13 … Membership meeting, Room TBA 

17 … Flag raising ceremony (bmssca.org) 

25 … The Archives will participate in Bethlehem’s 275th  

          Anniversary Community Celebration at SteelStacks.  

          Details TBA. 

 

   

   Note fro m The  Timeclock s ta ff :  I f  you’ve read  this far  you’ve  probably no ticed your  Archives  

newslet ter  has  a  new name and a new look.  We’re seeking to  provide a  more welcoming format,  wi th a  

more readable typeface and   more  and larger  photos .   

   The Timeclock wi l l  be  published  on a b i -monthly basis,  s ix issues per  year .  Every Archives member 

wi l l  rece ive a  copy in the mail .  The Timeclock a lso  wi l l  be posted to  our  websi te ,  

steelworkersarchives.com.  

   The Timeclock wi l l  concentrate  on Archives events,  le t t ing our  readers kno w of upco ming events  and 

report ing on them as  they happen.  

   This i ssue was  wr it ten and ed ited by Pete Brekus,  J i l l  Schennum and Susan Vi tez.  Other  members o f  the 

newslet ter  committee are Richie Check,  Lester  Clore,  Dave Mitros and Dennis Pearson.  Archives 

President  Frank A.  Behum Sr .  i s  pub lisher .  

   The Timeclock welcomes your  feedback; jus t  reach out  to  us through the  Archives.  

 

                                                         Stee lworkers’  Archives,  Inc .  

                                               Sands Casino Resor t  Bethlehem,  Room 215  

                                                    77 Sands Blvd. ,  Bethlehem PA 18015  

                                               610 -861 -0600  /   s tee lworkersarchives.com  


